
Sir 
 

It was with sympathy that we read Mrs Dollery’s letter (Hampshire Chronicle, 

23 July 2020) in which she wrote about the negative effects of the BBC decision 

to withdraw a free TV Licence from most pensioners aged seventy-five plus.  A 
decision which was wrong, mean-spirited, heartless and unnecessary. 

 

We suggest the real villain of this outrage was the then Prime Minister, Theresa 
May, who directed that funding of the Licence concession would no longer be the 

responsibility of central government;  instead it was dumped on the BBC.  They, 

under a Chairman such as Clementi, predictably decided they were incapable of 

meeting the full financial burden.  Ironically, when this decision was made 
known, Theresa May stated that she regretted it.  Did she seriously expect a 

different outcome?  Last November Boris Johnson said it was a wrong decision 

and the Licence should be financed by central government.  Clearly he is not a 

man of his word, or maybe just forgetful.  Sadly, Mrs Dollery, pensioners are not 
respected in our society and are not a source of media attention. 

 

However, this indifference is not unchallenged.  My own group, with others in 
affiliation with the National Pensioners Convention (one and a half million 

members) works to oppose the apparently never ending demand by some of 

those in Parliament and elements of the media to reduce pensioner rights, not 

least the State Pension. 
 

In the final seven days up to the implementation of  TV Licence charging we will 

remain active in our opposition, both in writing to our elected representatives 
and street demonstrations in London. 

 

Don’t despair, Mrs Dollery, we have the desire, energy and willpower to continue 

trying to right this wrong.   
 

A society fit for all – Stay Safe. 
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